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Global Green Growth Institute 

14th Session of the Assembly and 

18th Session of the Council (Joint Session) 

October 13–27, 2025 | E-Consultations  

October 31, 2025 | Meeting 

E-Consultation Item #1 
 

 

Membership, Host Country Agreements, and Country Programming 
 

PURPOSE AND ACTION REQUIRED 

Members of the Assembly and the Council will be invited to: 
☒ Take note of the update on membership, 

HCAs, and country programming 
 ☒ Provide feedback on proposed set of 

Membership requirements 
☐ Endorse   ☐ Other (please specify)  

 
CONTEXT/BACKGROUND 

This document presents an update on GGGI’s membership and the pipeline of countries in accession 

to the Agreement on the Establishment of GGGI (“Establishment Agreement”). It also informs 

discussion on the implementation of the Council Decision on Host Country Agreements and Country 

Programming [C/2024/DC/7], which provides that GGGI will no longer have program operations in 

countries in which it does not have an effective Host Country Agreement (HCA), with a two-year grace 

period to finalize the HCA process. This Decision further provides that Program operations in countries 

without effective HCAs will be downscaled to project operations by December 31, 2026, giving two 

years for countries to finalize their HCA processes; and GGGI cannot initiate program operations, i.e. 

would be limited to project operations, in countries where GGGI does not have an effective HCA. 

 
SUMMARY  

As of August 29, 2025, GGGI has 52 Members (51 states and one regional integration organization) 

with Luxembourg to submit its accession instrument in Late 2025. Since the Secretariat’s last report 

to the Council in October 2024, four states have deposited their instruments of accession to become 

GGGI Members: Tajikistan (November 6, 2024), Kenya (March 19, 2025), Benin (August 27, 

2025) and Algeria (August 28, 2025). Furthermore, 29 states and one regional integration 

organization have formally expressed their intent to join GGGI and have communicated that they 

have commenced their accession process to the GGGI Establishment Agreement. 

 

GGGI has concluded Host Country Agreements (HCA) with 28 Member States and 1 partner 

country (Luxembourg), among which 25 are in force. Five HCAs have been signed but are pending 

ratification: Costa Rica (signed in November 2021), Mexico (September 2021), Nepal (September 

2025), Peru (April 2023), and Jordan (August 2025).  

 

As of August 2025, GGGI operates in 57 countries: 37 with program operations and 20 with 

project operations, spanning 43 member states, 6 partner states, and 8 non-partner states, in 

addition to a liaison office in Luxembourg. Among the 37 program countries, 23 have effective Host 

Country Agreements (HCAs), 3 have signed but not yet effective HCAs (Jordan, Mexico, and Peru), 

and 11 operate without any signed HCA (e.g., India, Morocco, Vietnam). Of the 20 project countries, 

only 2 have effective HCAs, 1 has a signed but not yet effective HCA (Costa Rica), and 17 operate 

without an HCA (e.g., Iraq, Nigeria, Tuvalu). 

https://gggi.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Agreement-on-the-Establishment-of-the-GGGI.pdf
https://gggi.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/C2024DC7-Decision-on-Host-Country-Agreements-and-Country-Programming.pdf
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Update on Membership, Host Country Agreements, and Country Programming 
 
Membership 

 

1. Membership to GGGI is open to all Member States of the United Nations and regional integration 

organizations that are committed to GGGI’s mission according to Article 5.1 of the GGGI 

Establishment Agreement.1 Accession to GGGI’s Establishment Agreement to become a Member 

State is not contingent on an invitation from GGGI, nor can GGGI block a state or organization 

from becoming a GGGI Member State. As of September 26, 2025, GGGI has 52 Member States 

(51 states and one regional integration organization), with Benin and Algeria joining as the latest 

Members in August. Luxembourg is expected to submit its accession instrument in the coming 

weeks 2025. 

  

2. Furthermore, additional 29 states and 1 regional integration organization have formally expressed 

their intent to become a Member of GGGI, communicating to GGGI that they have commenced 

their accession process to the GGGI Establishment Agreement (hereinafter referred to as “Partner 

States”). The list of GGGI Member States can be found in Annex 1, and the list of Partner States 

and regional integration organizations that are in the accession process can be found in Annex 2.  

 

3. At the Assembly and Council Joint Session in 2024, Council Members agreed to extend Morocco’s 

grace period by one year, until the end of December 31, 2025, with a review to be conducted by 

Member States at the end of this period [A/2024/DC/6-C/2024/DC/11]. Since then, progress has 

been made on Morocco’s accession, with the latest update from the Ministry of Energy Transition 

and Sustainable Development (GGGI program’s focal ministry) it has received an official 

correspondence from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Morocco that the accession instrument has 

been dispatched to Embassy of Morocco to Korea for submission to the Director-General. 

 

Host Country Agreements2 

 

4. GGGI has concluded Host Country Agreements (HCA) with 28 Member States and 1 partner 

country (Luxembourg), among which 25 are effective. GGGI recently signed the HCA with 

Jordan in August 2025, and with this, the five countries with which HCAs have been signed but 

ratification remains pending are Costa Rica (signed in November 2021), Jordan (signed in August 

2025), Mexico (signed in September 2021), Nepal (signed in September 2025), and Peru (signed in 

April 2023).  
 

5. Meanwhile, the HCAs with Togo and Kenya are expected to be signed in the near future. GGGI 

has an agreed text with Mongolia. There are also advanced discussions with Viet Nam, Kazakhstan, 

Zambia, Tajikistan, and Turkmenistan. 

  

 
1 Article 5.1 of the GGGI Establishment Agreement states, “A state or regional integration organization shall 

become a Member of the GGGI by becoming Party to this Agreement. The membership of the GGGI is open to 

any member state of the United Nations or regional integration organization that subscribes to the objectives of 

the GGGI under Article 2.” 
2 GGGI continues to prioritize establishing Agreements on Immunities and Privileges, commonly referred to as 

Host Country Agreements (HCAs) in all countries where it has staff. GGGI is actively engaged in simultaneously 

negotiating HCAs in parallel with the accession of new Member States. While there is acknowledgment that the 

negotiation, signing, parliamentary approval, and implementation of HCAs often require substantial time, in some 

Member States, this process has yet to be finalized even years after the commencement of operations, while in 

others, HCAs were agreed upon concurrently with membership. 

https://gggi.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Agreement-on-the-Establishment-of-the-GGGI.pdf
https://gggi.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Agreement-on-the-Establishment-of-the-GGGI.pdf
https://gggi.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/AC2024-Final-Summary_20241127.pdf
https://gggi.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Agreement-on-the-Establishment-of-the-GGGI.pdf
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Country Programming 

 

6. In October 2024, the Council decided [C/2024/DC/7] that GGGI will no longer have program 

operations in countries in which it does not have an effective HCA, with a two-year grace period to 

finalize the HCA process. Program operations in countries without effective HCAs will be 

downscaled to project operations by December 31, 2026, which gave two years for countries to 

finalize their HCA processes; and that GGGI cannot initiate program operations, i.e. would be 

limited to project operations, in countries where GGGI does not have an effective HCA. 

 

7. A program country has multiple projects generally led by a Country Representative. A project 

country is a country where GGGI has one active project and staff, led by a Team Lead under the 

responsibility of a Regional Director or Country Representative in a neighboring country.  

 

8. As of August 2025, GGGI has operations in 57 countries, consisting of 37 program and 20 

project operations. GGGI operates in its 43 member states, six partner states3, and eight non-

Partner States4. GGGI also maintains a liaison office in Luxembourg, a Partner State that has 

almost completed its accession. The status of GGGI operations in relation to membership status is 

as follows: 

 

a. Member states without program/project operations (9): Algeria, Australia, Bahrain, 

Denmark, ROK, Norway, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and UK 

b. Partner states with program operations (2): Dominican Republic and Morrocco 

c. Partner states with project operations (4): Federated States of Micronesia, Honduras, Samoa, 

and Solomon Islands 

d. Non-partner state with program operations (1): India 

e. Non-partner states with project operations (7): Iraq, Lebanon, Namibia, Nigeria, Oman, 

Palestine, and Tuvalu 

 

9. As of August 2025, among the 37 states where GGGI has program operations, GGGI has effective 

HCAs in 23. Among the 14 program countries with no HCA5, three have signed HCAs have not yet 

taken effect, while in Saint Lucia, GGGI operates under the OECS HCA with the Saint Lucia 

government. The status of GGGI program operations in relation to the absence of HCAs is as 

follows: 

 

a. Program operations with signed but not effective HCA (3): Jordan (signed in August 2025), 

Mexico (signed in 2021), and Peru (signed in 2023) 

b. Program operations with no signed HCA (11): Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guyana, India, 

Mongolia, Morocco, OECS6, Paraguay, Thailand, Togo, and Vietnam 

 

10. According to the Council Decision on Host Country Agreements and Country Programming 

approved on October 17, 2024 [C/2024/DC/7], “GGGI will no longer have program operations in 

 
3 Partner States with GGGI operations: sub-categories b and c. 
4 A non-Partner State refers to a state that is neither a Member State nor a Partner State—it has not initiated the 

accession process to GGGI; non-partner states with GGGI operations: sub-categories d and e.  
5 If GGGI does not have an HCA it does not mean that the organization is operating “illegally” – as GGGI would 

then normally have at least an MoU with GGGI’s focal ministry that provides for the organization’s status in the 

country, and has the support of the focal ministry to arrange visas and work permits – but GGGI does not normally 

have the legal standing to open bank accounts, and do not have the usual privileges and immunities related to, 

particularly, tax exemptions. In some countries, obtaining visas and work permits is difficult, affecting GGGI 

operations and travel. Therefore, an HCA is highly desirable, particularly for countries in which GGGI has a stable 

multi-project/multi-year program operation (when GGGI only has project-level operations an HCA is still 

desirable but a lower priority). Due to the absence of effective HCAs in some countries GGGI’s international staff 

continue to experience both professional and personal challenges. 
6 To note, on OECS/Saint Lucia, GGGI operates under the umbrella of OECS’ HCA with Saint Lucia and thus 

GGGI has not encountered any difficulties in its operations. 

https://gggi.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/C2024DC7-Decision-on-Host-Country-Agreements-and-Country-Programming.pdf
https://gggi.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/C2024DC7-Decision-on-Host-Country-Agreements-and-Country-Programming.pdf/
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countries in which it does not have an effective Host Country Agreement (HCA), with a two-year 

grace period to finalize the HCA process. Program operations in countries without effective HCAs 

will be downscaled to project operations by December 31, 2026, giving two years for countries to 

finalize their HCA processes.” Therefore, program operations with no effective HCAs will be 

downscaled to project operations (difference between program and project operations are note in 

paragraph 6 above) before the end of 2026. 

 

11. As of August 2025, among the 20 states where GGGI has project operations, GGGI has effective 

HCAs in 2. Among the 18 program countries with no HCA5, one has signed the HCA, but it has 

not yet taken effect. The status of GGGI project operations in relation to the absence of HCAs is as 

follows: 

 

a. Project operation with signed but not effective HCA (1): Costa Rica (signed in 2021) 

b. Project operations with no signed HCA (17): Benin, Federated States of Micronesia, 

Honduras, Iraq, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Lebanon, Namibia, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, 

Palestine, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tuvalu, Zambia 

 

Table 1. GGGI Membership, HCA, and Operations Status 

Portfolio Countries Member Current Status of HCA Country 

Operations 

Country 

Office 

Africa Angola Yes Effective Project Yes 

Benin Yes Model shared; ongoing government 

internal negotiations  

Project No 

Burkina Faso Yes Effective Program Yes 

Comoros In accession Model shared - No 

Cote d’Ivoire Yes Effective Program Yes 

Djibouti In accession - - No 

Ethiopia Yes Effective Program Yes 

Ghana  In accession Model shared  - No 

Gambia  In accession  Model shared  - No 

Kenya Yes HCA ready for Cabinet signature Project No 

Madagascar In accession Model shared  - No 

Malawi In accession Model shared  - No 

Mozambique In accession -  - No 

Namibia No - Project No 

Nigeria No - Project No 

Rwanda Yes Effective Program Yes 

São Tomé and 

Príncipe 

In accession - - No 

Senegal  Yes Effective Program Yes 

Sierra Leone In accession - - No 

Somalia In accession - - No 

Sudan In accession Model shared  - No 

Tanzania  In accession Model shared  - No 

Togo Yes HCA ready for signature by MOFA  Program Yes 

Uganda Yes Effective Program Yes 

Zambia Yes HCA text soon to be finalized Project Yes 

Zimbabwe  In accession  Model shared  - No  

Asia  Cambodia Yes Effective Program Yes 

India No Model shared Program Yes 

Indonesia Yes Effective Program Yes 

Kazakhstan Yes HCA text soon to be finalized Project No 

Korea, Rep. of Yes Effective HQA - HQ 

Kyrgyz Republic Yes Effective Project Yes 

Lao PDR Yes Effective Program Yes 

Mongolia Yes HCA text agreed and approved by 

Government Cabinet in May 2025 

Program Yes 
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Portfolio Countries Member Current Status of HCA Country 

Operations 

Country 

Office 

Myanmar In accession (paused) - No 

Nepal Yes Effective Program Yes 

Pakistan  Yes  Model shared Project No 

Philippines Yes Effective Program Yes 

Sri Lanka Yes Effective Program Yes 

Tajikistan Yes Model shared - No 

Thailand Yes MONRE to submit HCA application 

to MOFA on behalf of GGGI, which 

is the first step 

Program Yes 

Turkmenistan Yes Model shared - No 

Uzbekistan Yes Effective Program Yes 

Viet Nam Yes Text agreed with MPI, next step is 

for MPI to submit to Vietnam Govt 

for final review and approval 

Program Yes 

Europe  Denmark Yes - - No 

European Union In accession - - No 

Hungary  Yes Effective Program Yes 

Luxembourg In accession Effective Liaison Office Yes 

North Macedonia In accession Model shared - No 

Norway Yes - - No 

United Kingdom Yes - - No 

Latin 

America 

and the 

Caribbean  

Belize In accession Model Shared - No 

Chile In accession Model shared - No 

Colombia Yes Effective Program Yes 

Costa Rica  Yes Signed in 2021; pending ratification Project Yes 

Dominican 

Republic  

In accession Model shared Program Yes 

OECS Yes (GGGI makes use of OECS HCA 

with St Lucia) 

Program Yes 

Ecuador Yes Model shared with MFA which 

agreed to follow up 

Program Yes 

El Salvador Yes Effective Program Yes 

Guatemala In accession MFA is preparing documents to 

submit to Secretariat of Presidency in 

March 2025. After review, it will be 

sent to Congress for final approval 

- No 

Guyana Yes Model shared Program Yes 

Honduras In accession MFA is preparing documents for 

approval by Presidential House 

before submission to National 

Congress 

Project Yes 

Mexico Yes Signed in 2021; pending 

ratification; follow up with new 

govt to take place in Q2 of 2025 

Program Yes 

Nicaragua Yes Model shared Project Yes 

Panama In accession Model shared - No 

Paraguay  Yes Model shared Program Yes 

Peru Yes Signed in 2023; pending ratification Program Yes 

Uruguay In accession Model shared - No 

Middle 

East & 

North 

Africa 

Algeria Yes Ongoing discussions  - No 

Bahrain Yes Model shared - No 

Egypt No Model shared - No 

Iraq No - Project No 

Jordan Yes Signed in August 2025 Program Yes 

Kuwait In accession Model shared - No 

Lebanon No - Project No 
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Portfolio Countries Member Current Status of HCA Country 

Operations 

Country 

Office 

Morocco In accession Model shared Program Yes 

Oman No - Project No 

Palestine No - Project No 

Qatar Yes Effective Program Yes 

Tunisia In accession Model shared - No 

UAE Yes Effective Program Yes 

Pacific  Australia Yes - - No 

Federated States 

of Micronesia 

In accession Model Shared  Project No 

Fiji Yes Effective Program Yes 

Kiribati Yes Effective Program Yes 

PNG Yes Effective Program Yes 

Samoa  In accession Model shared; ongoing government 

internal negotiations  

Project Yes 

Solomon Islands In accession Model shared Project Yes 

Tonga Yes Effective Program Yes 

Tuvalu No Model shared Project No 

Vanuatu Yes Effective Program Yes 

 

 

Proposal on Membership Requirements 

 

12. At the 21st Meeting of the Management and Program Sub-Committee (MPSC) on June 26, 2025, 

the MPSC recommended the Secretariat to develop a set of requirements for GGGI membership, in 

line with GGGI’s updated Strategy 2030. The introduction of these requirements is not intended to 

limit membership but rather to reinforce a shared strategic vision among GGGI’s Member States, 

ensuring that membership translates into more active and meaningful engagement from all GGGI 

Member States. 

 

13. The Secretariat prepared the following Membership requirements to be considered:  

 

a. Demonstrated Political Commitment – Effective Host Country Agreements (HCAs): For 

countries expecting an in-country program operation, an effective HCA must be submitted 

before or upon the deposit of the instrument of accession, in line with Article 15 of the GGGI 

Establishment Agreement and the Council Decision on Host Country Agreements approved on 

October 17, 2024 [C/2024/DC/7]; 

b. Commitment to Active Participation in Governance Processes: Members are to make a 

commitment to actively engage in governance processes, including appointing a representative 

and attending the Assembly and Council Joint Sessions each year, and participating as Members 

of the Council and Management and Program Sub-Committee. 

c. Commitment to Shared Ownership: Member States are to demonstrate their commitment to 

shared ownership by providing office space with the minimum requirement for GGGI staff, in 

accordance with GGGI’s standards. 

 

14. Members are invited to provide any comments before proceeding with decision on these set of 

requirements for Membership.  

 

/End/ 

Annex: 

1. Member States of GGGI 

2. List of Countries and Regional Integration Organizations in the accession process 

  

https://gggi.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/C2024DC7-Decision-on-Host-Country-Agreements-and-Country-Programming.pdf
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Annex 1. Member States of GGGI (as of August 30, 2025) 
 Member State / 

Organization 

Signatory7 
(DD/MM/YYYY) 

Membership 
(DD/MM/YYYY) 

Contributing8/ 

Participating 

1 Algeria - 28/08/2025 Participating 

2 Angola - 23/11/2019 Participating 

3 Australia 20/06/2012 16/11/2014 Contributing 

4 Bahrain - 18/03/2022 Participating 

5 Benin - 27/08/2025 Participating 

6 Burkina Faso - 14/04/2019 Participating 

7 Cambodia 20/06/2012 24/03/2013 Participating 

8 Colombia - 14/04/2021 Participating 

9 Costa Rica 20/06/2012 08/10/2014 Participating 

10 Cote d’Ivoire - 24/09/2020 Participating 

11 Denmark 20/06/2012 18/10/2012 Contributing 

12 Ecuador - 23/11/2019 Participating 

13 El Salvador - 28/09/2023 Participating 

14 Ethiopia 20/06/2012 04/08/2013 Participating 

15 Fiji - 25/04/2014 Participating 

16 Guyana 20/06/2012 18/10/2012 Participating 

17 Hungary - 13/02/2016 Participating 

18 Indonesia 17/09/2012 26/10/2014 Participating 

19 Jordan - 10/05/2014 Participating 

20 Kazakhstan - 16/12/2022 Participating 

21 Kenya - 18/04/2025 Participating 

22 Kiribati 20/06/2012 18/10/2012 Participating 

23 Korea, Republic of 20/06/2012 29/12/2012 Contributing 

24 Kyrgyz Republic - 15/05/2020 Participating 

25 Lao PDR - 07/10/2017 Participating 

26 Mexico 12/10/2012 19/11/2014 Participating 

27 Mongolia 09/06/2013 20/07/2014 Participating 

28 Nepal - 23/10/2022 Participating 

29 Nicaragua - 16/10/2021 Participating 

30 Norway 20/06/2012 25/09/2013 Contributing 

31 OECS - 21/11/2019 Participating 

32 Pakistan - 11/11/2021 Participating 

33 Papua New Guinea 20/06/2012 10/04/2013 Participating 

34 Paraguay 20/06/2012 13/09/2018 Participating 

35 Peru - 19/10/2016 Participating 

36 Philippines 21/06/2012 08/11/2012 Participating 

37 Qatar 20/06/2012 24/03/2013 Participating 

38 Rwanda 09/06/2013 11/09/2016 Participating 

39 Senegal - 09/12/2014 Participating 

40 Sri Lanka - 13/01/2019 Participating 

41 Tajikistan - 06/12/2024 Participating 

42 Thailand - 28/02/2016 Participating 

43 Togo - 04/11/2023 Participating 

44 Tonga - 17/12/2018 Participating 

45 Turkmenistan - 06/03/2022 Participating 

46 Uganda - 28/08/2019 Participating 

47 United Arab Emirates 20/06/2012 29/05/2013 Participating 

48 United Kingdom 20/06/2012 27/06/2013 Contributing 

49 Uzbekistan - 09/03/2019 Participating 

50 Vanuatu - 07/12/2014 Participating 

51 Viet Nam 20/06/2012 11/01/2013 Participating 

52 Zambia - 23/07/2023 Participating 

 
7 The Establishment Agreement was open for signature at Rio de Janeiro in Brazil as of 20 June 2012 and remained 

open for signature for twelve months, in accordance with Article 19 on the Establishment Agreement. 
8 As of January 1, 2025, the Assembly approved a new definition of a Contributing Member; which is defined as “a Member State 

that has contributed at least USD 10 million in core-equivalent funding to GGGI in the last five years, as recorded in the five most 

recent GGGI financial reports”, in accordance with the Assembly Decision on Redefining Contributing Member and Issues 

Related to Core Contributions [A/2023/DC/4]. 

https://gggi.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/A2023DC4-Decision-on-Re-defining-Contributing-Member-and-Issues-Related-to-Core-Contributions.pdf
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Annex 2. List of Countries and Regional Integration Organizations in the accession process (as 

of September 24, 2025) 

 
 Country/Org LOI submission date 

(DD/MM/YYYY) 
Note 

1 Belize 15/07/2023  

2 Chile 16/02/2018  

3 Comoros 21/04/2015  

4 Djibouti 22/07/2025  

5 Dominican Republic 27/04/2021  

6 European Union 30/06/2015 Regional integration organization 

7 Federated States of Micronesia 21/10/2024  

8 Gambia 17/09/2024  

9 Ghana 31/01/2020  

10 Guatemala 20/04/2021  

11 Honduras 27/01/2023  

12 Kuwait -  

13 Luxembourg -  

14 Madagascar 26/04/2019  

15 Malawi 20/09/2021  

16 Morocco 23/10/2017  

17 Mozambique 17/09/2016  

18 Myanmar 09/02/2017  

19 North Macedonia 28/04/2020  

20 Panama 08/03/2024  

21 Samoa 03/03/2020  

22 São Tomé and Príncipe 01/10/2024  

23 Sierra Leone 17/06/2024  

24 Solomon Islands 11/02/2025  

25 Somalia 06/08/2024  

26 Sudan 24/07/2024  

27 Tanzania 07/06/2023  

28 Tunisia 15/02/2016  

29 Uruguay 07/06/2024  

30 Zimbabwe 25/11/2024  

 

 


