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Global Green Growth Institute 

13th Session of the Assembly & 17th Session of the Council 

September 30-October 14, 2024 │ E-Consultations  

October 17, 2024 │ Meeting 

E-Consultations Item #3 & Meeting Agenda #9 

 

Membership, Host Country Agreements, and Country Programming 
 

PURPOSE AND ACTION REQUIRED 

Members of the Council are invited to: 

☐ Take note  ☐ Provide feedback 

☒ Consider and approve the two proposals put 

forth by GGGI Management 

 ☐ Other (please specify)  

 

CONTEXT/BACKGROUND 

At the 18th and 19th Meetings of the Management and Program Sub-Committee (MPSC) in April and 

June 2024, GGGI provided an update on the organization’s membership, country programming, and 

the status of the Agreement on Immunities and Privileges (or Host Country Agreements, HCAs) 

established between GGGI and its countries of operations. Noting the lack of progress in securing 

HCAs in some countries where GGGI has had prolonged operations, which has led to ongoing risks 

and challenges for its staff and operations, the GGGI Management presented two proposals for the 

Council’s consideration to accelerate the completion of HCAs in all countries of GGGI program 

operations. Members of the MPSC reviewed these proposals and agreed that they be forwarded to 

the Council for approval (see summary records of MPSC18 and MPSC19). 

 

SUMMARY  

Update on Membership, Host Country Agreements, and Country Programming 

As of September 2024, GGGI has 48 Member States (47 countries and one regional integration 

organization). Since the last report to the Assembly and Council by GGGI in October 2023, Togo 

has become a new Member State. Furthermore, an additional 26 countries and 1 regional integration 

organization have formally expressed their intent to become a Member State of GGGI, 

communicating to the organization that they have commenced their accession process to the GGGI 

Establishment Agreement. As of September 2024, GGGI has operations in 53 countries, consisting 

of 36 program and 17 project operations. On HCAs, GGGI has concluded HCAs with 27 Member 

States and 1 partner country (Luxembourg), among which 25 are effective. In 2024, the HCAs with 
El Salvador, Kyrgyz Republic, the Philippines and Sri Lanka became effective. 

 

Conclusions 

1. Following earlier discussions with MPSC and Council on prioritizing programming in countries 

that are Member States, of the 36 countries in which GGGI has program operations, 33 are 

Member States and only 3 are not (Dominican Republic, India, and Morocco). In addition, GGGI 

has project operations in 17 countries, 9 of which are already Member States (some of which are 

about to expand to program operations), while most of the others are in accession. In conclusion, 

GGGI believes that it is correctly and successfully prioritizing programming in Member States. 
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2. While GGGI is successfully prioritizing country programming in its Member States, progress on 

membership is stalled in India and Morocco, where GGGI has had operations since 2013 and 

2015, respectively, and currently maintains program operations. 

3. In 2017, GGGI had HCAs signed with only 10 countries, but to date, GGGI has signed 28 HCAs, 

of which 25 are effective. Among the 36 countries where GGGI has program operations1, it has 

effective HCAs in 22 countries, with an additional 2 HCAs that are signed but not yet effective.  

4. While GGGI and its Member States have made significant progress in concluding effective 

HCAs, and GGGI greatly appreciates the strong support from the majority of its Member States, 

12 program countries still lack a signed HCA, and 14 countries are without an effective HCA. 

Some of these countries have been program countries for a substantial number of years, yet 

progress in finalizing HCAs remains unsatisfactory in certain cases, thus further action is 

proposed. 

 

Proposals for Action 

The absence of HCAs poses key risks and challenges for GGGI operations and its staff. To address 

these challenges, GGGI Management proposes two actions for Council Decision, which were 

discussed and endorsed by MPSC Members at their 18th and 19th Meetings in April and June 2024. 

• Proposal 1: The Council decides that GGGI will no longer have program operations in 

countries in which it does not have an effective HCA, with a two-year grace period. Programs 

without effective HCAs will be downscaled to project operations by December 31, 2026, 

giving two years for countries to finalize their HCA processes. A key change as a result of 

this decision would be that GGGI would no longer have international staff in countries 

without an effective HCA. International staff could still contribute to projects in the country 

from another duty station, such as a regional office. 

• Proposal 2: For countries in which GGGI does not yet operate a country program, the 

Council Decision determines that GGGI cannot initiate program operations, i.e. would be 

limited to project operations, until an HCA becomes effective. 

Furthermore, GGGI Management seeks guidance from the Council on how to proceed in countries 

where long-term country programs are in place, but membership has remained stalled for an extended 

period, such as in India and Morocco.  

 
  

 
1 Definition of program and project operations: A program country has multiple projects generally led by a 
Country Representative. A project country is a country where GGGI has one active project and staff, led by a 
Team Lead under the responsibility of a Regional Director or Country Representative in a neighboring country. 
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Membership, Host Country Agreements, and Country Programming 
 

Update on Membership and Accession 

 

1. Membership to GGGI is open to all Member States of the United Nations and regional integration 

organizations that are committed to GGGI’s mission. 2 As of September 2024, GGGI has 48 

Member States (47 countries and 1 regional integration organization). Since the last Assembly 

and Council Joint Session in October 2023, Togo has completed its accession in November 2023. 

Figure 1. Shows the number of GGGI Member States by year in 2012-2024. 

 

 
 

2. Furthermore, an additional 26 countries and 1 regional integration organization have 

formally expressed their intent to become a Member of GGGI, communicating to GGGI that 

they have commenced their accession process to the GGGI Establishment Agreement. In 2024, 

GGGI received letters of intent to join GGGI from Panama (March), Uruguay (June), Sierra Leone 

(June), and Somalia (August). 

 

3. The list of GGGI Member States can be found in Annex 1, and the list of countries and regional 

integration organizations that are in the accession process can be found in Annex 2. 
 

Update on Country Programming 

 

4. GGGI’s Strategy 2030, approved by the Council in 2019, notes the importance of sustainable 

expansion of country programming. Thus, the establishment of new operations is guided by GGGI’s 

Criteria on Country Programming [C/2019/DC/9], under which the Council adopted three broad 

criteria:  

a. Strong political commitment, engagement, and contribution to GGGI;  

b. Potential for the transformation of countries to a green growth model; and  
c. Adequate financial resources to support expansion and deliver impact. 

In line with these criteria, GGGI focuses in-country programming in Member States and partner 

countries that have in place an effective agreement on privileges and immunities, providing a legal 

basis for GGGI and its staff to operate in the country, together with secured multi-year earmarked 

funding—either self-financed by the Member State or a development partner. 

 

 
2 Article 5.1 of the GGGI Establishment Agreement states, “A state or regional integration organization shall 
become a Member of the GGGI by becoming Party to this Agreement. The membership of the GGGI is open to 
any member state of the United Nations or regional integration organization that subscribes to the objectives 
of the GGGI under Article 2.” Accession to GGGI’s Establishment Agreement to become a Member State is not 
contingent on an invitation from GGGI, nor can GGGI block a state or organization from becoming a GGGI 
Member State. 
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https://gggi.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/20191024-Council-Decision-on-Criteria-for-Country-Programming.pdf
https://gggi.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Agreement-on-the-Establishment-of-the-GGGI.pdf
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5. A program country has multiple projects generally led by a Country Representative. A project 

country is a country where GGGI has one active project and staff, led by a Team Lead under the 

responsibility of a Regional Director or Country Representative in a neighboring country. As of 

September 2024, GGGI has operations in 53 countries, consisting of 36 program and 17 project 

operations, an increase from three years ago, when GGGI reported 23 program and 17 project 

operations in 2021. This aligns with GGGI’s Strategy 2030, which envisions that the optimal 

number of country programs for GGGI would be 38 in 2025 and 50 in 2030. Table 1 below provides 

the list of GGGI’s operations in its Member States and partner countries.  

 
Table 1. List of Program and Project Operations in Member and Partner States 

Portfolio Countries Member Current Status of HCA Operations Offices 

Africa Angola Yes Effective Project Yes 

Benin In accession Model shared; ongoing 
government internal negotiations  

Project No 

Burkina Faso Yes Effective Program Yes 

Comoros In accession Model shared - No 

Cote d’Ivoire Yes Effective Program Yes 

Ethiopia Yes Effective Program Yes 

Ghana  In accession Model shared  Project No 

Kenya In accession Expected to be signed once 
membership is completed 

Project No 

Madagascar In accession Model shared  - No 

Malawi In accession Model shared  - No 

Mozambique In accession Model shared  - No 

Rwanda Yes Effective Program Yes 

Senegal  Yes Effective Program Yes 
Sierra Leone In accession Model shared - No 

Somalia In accession Model shared - No 

Sudan In accession Model shared  - No 

Tanzania  In accession Model shared  - No 

Togo Yes HCA ready for signature by MOFA Program Yes 
Uganda Yes Effective Program Yes 

Zambia Yes Model shared Project Yes 

Asia Cambodia Yes Effective Program Yes 

India - Model shared Program Yes 

Indonesia Yes Effective Program Yes 

Kazakhstan Yes HCA text under negotiation Project No 

Kyrgyz Republic Yes Effective Project Yes 

Lao PDR Yes Effective Program Yes 

Mongolia Yes A new draft to be sent by MOFA 
for GGGI to review 

Program Yes 

Myanmar In accession Model shared - No 

Nepal Yes Good progress reported; signing 
expected in 2024  

Program Yes 

Pakistan  Yes  Model shared Project No 

Philippines Yes Effective Program Yes 

Sri Lanka Yes Effective Program Yes 

Tajikistan In accession Model shared - No 

Thailand Yes Text under negotiation Program Yes 
Turkmenistan Yes Model shared - No 

Uzbekistan Yes Effective Program Yes 

Viet Nam Yes HCA final draft ready; government 
to undergo final review & approval 

Program Yes 

Europe Hungary  Yes Effective Program Yes 
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Luxembourg In accession Effective Liaison 
Office 

Yes 

North 
Macedonia 

In accession Model shared - No 

Latin 
America 
and the 
Caribbean 

Belize In accession Model Shared - No 

Chile In accession Model shared - No 

Colombia Yes Effective Program Yes 

Costa Rica  Yes Signed in 2021; pending 
ratification 

Project No 

Dominican 
Republic  

In accession Model shared Program Yes 

OECS (Saint 
Lucia) 

Yes Model shared (to date GGGI 
makes use of OECS HCA with St 
Lucia) 

Program Yes 

Ecuador Yes Model shared Program Yes 

El Salvador Yes Effective Program Yes 

Guyana Yes Model shared Program Yes 

Guatemala In accession Model shared Project Yes 

Honduras In accession Model shared Project Yes 

Mexico Yes Signed in 2021; pending 
ratification 

Program Yes 

Nicaragua Yes Model shared Project Yes 

Panama In accession Model shared  - No 

Paraguay  Yes Model shared Project Yes 

Peru Yes Signed in 2023; pending 
ratification 

Program Yes 

Uruguay In accession Model shared - Yes 

Middle 
East 

Bahrain Yes Model shared Project No 

Jordan Yes Text under negotiation; GGGI sent 
response to comments to MOE 
and MOF in March 2024 

Program Yes 

Kuwait In accession Model shared and at Parliament 
Stage 

- No 

Morocco In accession Model shared; no non-national in-
country GGGI staff 

Program Yes 

Qatar Yes Effective Program Yes 

Tunisia In accession Model shared - No 
UAE Yes Effective Program Yes 

Pacific Fiji Yes Effective Program Yes 

Kiribati Yes Effective Program Yes 

PNG Yes Effective Program Yes 

Samoa  In accession Model shared; ongoing 
government internal negotiations  

Project Yes 

Solomon Islands - Model shared Project No 

Tonga Yes Effective Program Yes 

Tuvalu No Model shared Project No 

Vanuatu Yes Effective Program Yes 

 

Update on Host Country Agreements 

 

6. GGGI continues to prioritize establishing HCAs in all countries where it has staff. GGGI is actively 

engaged in simultaneously negotiating HCAs in parallel with the accession of new Member States. 

While there is acknowledgment that the negotiation, signing, parliamentary approval, and 

implementation of HCAs often require substantial time, in some Member States, this process has 
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yet to be finalized even years after the commencement of operations, while in others, HCAs were 

agreed upon concurrently with membership. 

 

7. GGGI has signed HCAs with 27 Member States and 1 partner country (Luxembourg), among 

which 25 are effective. In 2024, the HCAs with the Kyrgyz Republic, the Philippines, El Salvador, 

and Sri Lanka became effective. The three countries where HCAs have been signed but ratification 

remains pending are Costa Rica (signed in November 2021), Mexico (signed in September 2021), 

and Peru (signed in April 2023).   

 

 
 

8. There are 14 countries with program operations without an effective HCA (see Table 1 below). 

Among them, GGGI has signed HCAs with Mexico and Peru (currently pending ratification), and 

discussions are advanced in Nepal, Togo and Viet Nam. 

 
Table 1. Countries with GGGI Program Operations without Effective HCAs  

Region # Country Membership HCA Status 

Africa 1 Togo Yes HCA ready for signature by MOFA 

Asia 2 India - Model shared (no non-national GGGI staff in country) 

3 Mongolia Yes A new draft to be sent by MOFA for GGGI to review 

4 Nepal Yes Good progress reported; signing expected in 2024 

5 Thailand Yes Text under negotiation 

6 Viet Nam Yes HCA final draft ready; government to undergo final review 
and approval 

LAC 7 Dominican 
Republic 

In accession Model shared (no non-national GGGI staff in country) 

8 OECS (Saint 
Lucia) 

Yes Model shared (to date GGGI makes use of the OECS HCA 
with St Lucia) 

9 Ecuador Yes Model shared 

10 Guyana Yes Model shared 

11 Mexico Yes Signed in 2021; pending ratification 
12 Peru Yes Signed in 2023; pending ratification 

Middle 
East 

13 Jordan Yes Text under negotiation 

14 Morocco In accession Model shared (no non-national GGGI staff in country) 

 

Challenges of GGGI Country Operations  

 

GGGI Operations in Non-Member States 

 

9. Following receipt of a formal expression of interest, GGGI designates a country as a partner country, 

and is open to start project operations while the country proceeds with the ratification of the 

Establishment Agreement to formally join GGGI as a Member State. In general, formal membership 
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is already a prerequisite for progression to country programming. There are two countries where 

GGGI has had long-term country programming where the membership is not completed (India and 

Morocco) and one where country programming was initiated recently with the expectation that 

membership will be completed shortly (Dominican Republic). In neither of these three countries 

does GGGI have international staff (i.e., no visa issues). 

 

10. In the case of Morocco where GGGI began operations in 2015, following the adoption of the 

Decision on the Criteria for Country Programming by the Council [C/2019/DC/9] in 2019, Morocco 

was given a grace period to complete its membership before the end of 2024. While GGGI has 

learned that membership to GGGI remains a high priority, no progress has been made since the 

accession application was adopted by the Council of Government in July 2016 and the Council of 

Ministers in 2017. Although membership is still expected in Morocco, the timing remains unsure. 

Therefore, GGGI Management seeks the Council’s guidance on the most appropriate next steps, 

i.e., whether to extend the grace period or prepare to close down operations. 

 

11. GGGI began operations in India in 2013, but discussions on Membership remain stalled. Morocco 
and the Dominican Republic are partner countries with program operations (they have submitted 

formal Letters of Intent informing GGGI that they have begun their accession process), but India 

has not submitted a Letter of Intent. In the case of the Dominican Republic, program operations 

began in 2023, and the accession process is reportedly progressing.  

 

GGGI Operations in Member States without an Effective HCA 

 
12. If GGGI does not have an HCA, it does not mean that the organization is operating “illegally,” as 

GGGI would then normally have at least an MOU with GGGI’s focal ministry that provides for the 

organization’s status in the country and provides the support of the focal ministry to arrange visas 

and work permits. However, without an effective HCA, GGGI and its staff face significant 

challenges in its operations. Due to the absence of an effective HCA, GGGI typically lacks the legal 

standing to open bank accounts and does not receive the usual privileges and immunities, 

particularly tax exemptions. In some countries, obtaining visas and work permits is challenging, 

impacting GGGI operations and travel. Therefore, an HCA is highly desirable, especially in 

countries where GGGI has stable, multi-project, multi-year programs. The absence of effective 

HCAs continues to pose professional and personal challenges for GGGI’s international staff, and 

some of the most difficult situations are in countries where GGGI has been operating for a long 

time. 

 

13. Jordan became a Member State of GGGI in 2014, and operations in the country began in the same 

year, but an HCA with GGGI has yet to be concluded. GGGI’s international staff working in Jordan 

and their family members are on one-month tourist visas, and as GGGI’s program has been 

expanding in the country, this poses a growing risk for the organization and its staff. While GGGI 

has a valid MOU with the Ministry of Environment, the Ministry of Labor has not regarded this as 

sufficient to issue work visas. Due to the absence of a valid visa, GGGI international staff cannot 

open a bank account, and cannot own vehicles, among other complications such as paying overstay 

fines upon departure from Jordan. Furthermore, the situation has resulted in KOICA declining the 

allocation of a KMCO (international staff sponsored by KOICA) to the Jordan country office next 

year. Discussions on the HCA with the Jordanian government are stalled. The Tax Bureau has held 

the view that GGGI cannot enjoy tax exemption privileges, and GGGI has requested the 

Government in March 2024 to reconsider its position because Article 15 of the Establishment 

Agreement mandates Member States, including Jordan, to grant privileges and immunities, 

including tax exemption as necessary and appropriate for the proper functioning of GGGI in the 

territory of the Member State. 

  

14. GGGI opened its Mongolia office in 2013, and the country became a Member State of GGGI in 

2014, but it has yet to conclude an HCA with GGGI. GGGI has an MOU with the Ministry of 

Environment and Tourism, which has allowed GGGI international staff to receive valid working 

https://gggi.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/20191024-Council-Decision-on-Criteria-for-Country-Programming.pdf
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visas in the country. However, due to the absence of an HCA GGGI is not registered, cannot open 

a bank account, is subject to a variety of taxes, and lacks protection for its projects and staff. Due 

to the recent parliamentary elections and changes in the relevant ministries, the process for the HCA 

must be restarted. GGGI is due to receive a new draft HCA from Mongolia MOFA for review and 

further negotiations. 

 

15. Viet Nam is another country where GGGI has conducted program operations for a long time without 

an HCA. Viet Nam became a Member State in 2012, and operations commenced in 2014. However, 

the absence of an HCA has caused some difficulties for GGGI's operations and staff, similar to 

those mentioned above. Whilst the approval of the HCA is now progressing with the support of the 

GGGI host ministry, it is not yet clear when it will be finalized.  

 

Proposals for Council Decision 

 

16. To address the risks and challenges posed by the lack of effective HCAs, the GGGI Management 

requests approval of the Council for the two proposals, anticipating that these actions will accelerate 
the completion of HCAs in all countries of GGGI program operations and will assist with the 

mitigation of key risks. These proposals have been reviewed, discussed, and endorsed by the MPSC. 

The proposals are: 

 

• Proposal 1: The Council decides that GGGI will no longer have program operations in 

countries in which it does not have an effective Host Country Agreement, with a two-year grace 

period to finalize the process. Programs without effective Host Country Agreements will be 

downscaled to project operations by December 31, 2026, giving countries two years to finalize 

their HCA processes. A key change as a result of this decision would be that GGGI would no 

longer have international staff in countries without an effective HCA. International staff could 

still contribute to projects in the country from another duty station, such as a regional office. 

• Proposal 2: For countries in which GGGI does not yet operate a country program, the Council 

Decision determines that GGGI cannot initiate program operations, i.e., would be limited to 

project operations, until an HCA becomes effective. 

 

17. Furthermore, to follow up on the lack of progress on membership in Morocco, GGGI Management 

seeks the Council’s advice on next steps, notably whether to extend the grace period or to take 

action to initiate closing down of the country program after December 31, 2024, if Membership is 

not forthcoming. 

 

Impact of the Council Decision  

 

18. The primary impact of the proposed Council Decision is that if countries are unable to provide 

GGGI with an effective HCA, GGGI would scale back operations to a project level and no longer 

have international staff in the country. They intend to encourage HCAs in all Member States that 

wish to have GGGI country programs—as a key measure to mitigate risk for GGGI operations and 

its staff.  

 

19. Noting previous experiences, two years is generally an adequate time to complete the HCA process, 

and thus, these measures should not have an adverse impact on country programs in a Member State 

that prioritizes GGGI support. Thus, GGGI Management anticipates that the two-year grace period 

will allow countries to finalize their HCA. Among the 14 program operations without effective 

HCAs, during the two-year grace period GGGI expects that, at a minimum, the signed HCAs with 

Mexico and Peru will be ratified. In addition, agreement in principle on a draft HCA has been 

negotiated in Nepal, Togo, and Viet Nam, and it appears highly likely that these three HCAs can 

also be completed within the grace period. Also to note is that in OECS/Saint Lucia, GGGI operates 

under the umbrella of OECS’ HCA with Saint Lucia and thus GGGI has not encountered any 

difficulties in its operations. 
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20. That leaves a remaining eight countries (Ecuador, Dominican Republic, Guyana, India, Jordan, 

Mongolia, Morocco, and Thailand) where negotiations are not yet completed, or some specific 

challenges have been encountered. Thus, operations in these eight countries have the highest risk 

of being affected by this Council Decision. 

 

21. In practice, for countries not adopting HCAs or those that continue to be or are converted into a 

‘project country’ status, this would limit the size of the footprint of GGGI’s work. Furthermore, it 

would also mean that international staff who are employed to bring additional capacity and often 

knowledge of new technologies and approaches cannot be based in these countries, limiting the 

transfer of knowledge and slowing the acceleration of the green growth transition that GGGI can 

support. 

  

 

 

Annex: 
1. List of GGGI Member States and Regional Integration Organizations 

2. List of Countries and Regional Integration Organizations in the accession process 

3. Draft Council Decision on Host Country Agreements and Country Programming 

  



For Official Use  A/2024/3-C/2024/3 

10 

 

Annex 1. List of GGGI Member States and Regional Integration Organizations 

  
Member State/RIO Membership Start Date 

1 Angola November 23, 2019 

2 Australia November 16, 2014 

3 Bahrain March 18, 2022 

4 Burkina Faso April 14, 2019 

5 Cambodia March 24, 2013 

6 Costa Rica October 18, 2014 
7 Colombia April 14, 2021 

8 Cote d’Ivoire September 24, 2020 

9 Denmark October 18, 2012 

10 Ecuador November 23, 2019 

11 El Salvador September 28, 2023 

12 Ethiopia August 4, 2013 
13 Fiji April 25, 2014 

14 Guyana October 18, 2012 

15 Hungary February 13, 2016 

16 Indonesia October 26, 2014 

17 Jordan May 10, 2014 

18 Kazakhstan December 16, 2022 
19 Kiribati October 18, 2012 

20 Korea, Republic of December 29, 2012 

21 Kyrgyz Republic May 15, 2020 

22 Lao PDR October 7, 2017 

23 Mexico November 19, 2014 
24 Mongolia July 20, 2014 

25 Nepal October 23, 2022 

26 Nicaragua October 16, 2021 

27 Norway September 25, 2013 

28 OECS November 21, 2019 

29 Pakistan November 11, 2021 
30 Papua New Guinea April 10, 2013 

31 Paraguay September 13, 2018 

32 Peru October 19, 2016 

33 Philippines November 8, 2012 

34 Qatar March 24, 2013 

35 Rwanda September 11, 2016 

36 Senegal December 9, 2014 

37 Sri Lanka January 13, 2019 

38 Thailand February 28, 2016 

39 Togo October 5. 2023 

40 Tonga December 17, 2018 

41 Turkmenistan March 6, 2022 

42 Uganda August 28, 2019 

43 United Arab Emirates May 29, 2013 

44 United Kingdom June 27, 2013 

45 Uzbekistan March 9, 2019 

46 Vanuatu December 7, 2014 

47 Viet Nam January 11, 2013 
48 Zambia July 23, 2023 
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Annex 2. List of Countries and Regional Integration Organizations that have formally 

expressed intent to join GGGI as a Member 

 

 Country 
LOI received 
(DD/MM/YY) 

Focal Ministry 

1 Belize 15/07/2023 Ministry of Finance, Economic Development and Investment 

2 Benin 29/06/2022 Ministry of Living Environment and Sustainable Development 

3 Chile 16/02/2017 Ministry of Environment   

4 Comoros 21/04/2015 Ministry of Production, Environment, Energy, Industry and 
Crafts   

5 Dominican Republic 27/04/2021 Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources (SEMARENA) 

6 European Union 30/06/2015 Directorate-General for Climate Action   

7 Ghana 31/01/2020 Office of the President   

8 Guatemala 20/04/2021 Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

9 Honduras 27/01/2023 Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

10 Kenya 11/01/2023 Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

11 Kuwait - Supreme Council for Planning and Development 

12 Luxembourg - Ministry of the Environment, Climate and Sustainable 
Development 

13 Madagascar 26/04/2019 Ministry of Planning and Public Works   

14 Malawi 20/09/2021 Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Management 

15 Morocco 23/10/2017 Ministry of Energy, Mining and Environment 

16 Mozambique 17/09/2016 Ministry of Land, Environment, and Rural Development   

17 Myanmar 09/02/2017 Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental 
Conservation   

18 North Macedonia 28/04/2020 Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning  

19 Panama 08/03/2024 Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

20 Samoa 03/03/2020 Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment   

21 Sierra Leone 17/06/2024  Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation 

22 Somalia 06/08/2024  Office of the Prime Minister 

23 Sudan 07/24/2018 Ministry of Environment, Natural Resources and Physical 
Development   

24 Tajikistan 02/08/2022 Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

25 Tanzania 07/06/2023 Vice President’s Office (Union and Environment) 

26 Tunisia 02/15/2016 Ministry of Foreign Affairs   

27 Uruguay 07/06/2024 Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
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Annex 3. Draft Council Decision 

 

 
Global Green Growth Institute 

The Council 

_________, 2024 

 

[DRAFT] Decision on Host Country Agreements and Country 

Programming 
 

The Council, 

 

 Recalling Article 2 of the Agreement on the Establishment of the Global Green Growth 

Institute (GGGI), that GGGI shall promote sustainable development of developing and 

emerging countries, and Article 4 on the activities of GGGI; 

 

Recalling Article 8(5)(a) of the Agreement on the Establishment of GGGI that the 

functions of the Council, under the Guidance of the Assembly, shall be to approve criteria for 

country programming, that shall be consistent with the objectives of the GGGI and be based, 

inter alia, on objective criteria; 

 

Further recalling Article 15 of the Agreement on the Establishment of GGGI, that 

GGGI may seek privileges and immunities in Members as may be necessary and appropriate 

for the proper functioning of GGGI; 

 

Further recalling the Council Decision on Criteria for Country Programming 

[C/2019/DC/9], of which the first criterion indicates that “GGGI shall focus country programs 

in countries that have concluded their ratification or approval of the Agreement on the 

Establishment of GGGI; have in place an effective agreement on privileges and immunities, 

providing a legal basis for GGGI and its officials to operate in country”; 

 

Considering the recommendation of the Management and Program Sub-Committee at 

its 18th Meeting on April 25, 2024 [MPSC/2024/13] and 19th Meeting on June 27, 2024 

[MPSC/2024/25]; 

 

Decides: 

 

1. GGGI will no longer have program operations in countries in which it does not have 

an effective Host Country Agreement (HCA), with a two-year grace period to 

finalize the HCA process. Program operations in countries without effective HCAs 

will be downscaled to project operations by December 31, 2026, giving two years 

for countries to finalize their HCA processes. 

2. GGGI cannot initiate program operations, i.e. would be limited to project operations, 

in countries where GGGI does not have an effective HCA. 

 

 

https://gggi.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/20191024-Council-Decision-on-Criteria-for-Country-Programming.pdf
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